
Living a Life of Total Devotion 
 
We have been looking at some of the essentials of the Christian faith. 

What we believe comes from this Word. 
                     It is our guide and we are ultimately shaped by the Bible. 

We affirm that the Bible provides “the ultimate authority by which every realm of 
human knowledge and endeavor should be judged”       EFCA Statement of Faith 

 
Which speaks of the on true God who disclosed Himself to us in divine revelation. 
  He communicates “His personal privacy into a deliberate disclosure of His reality”  

      Carl F.H. Henry  God, Revelation and Authority 
 

Which tells of His great love seen in the salvation of sinners. 
      “man asserts himself against God and puts himself where only God deserves to be;  
      God sacrifices Himself for man and puts Himself where only man deserves to be” 

John Stott The Cross of Christ 
 
Now we are looking at applying the beauty of this great salvation to our everyday lives  
 Living the Gospel Centered Life: 

Respond, Apply, Proclaim and Preach Gospel to all areas of our lives. 
     The message of the Gospel is repent, believe, and follow Jesus in all areas of our lives. 

Will it be different now, or the same? Have I changed at all? 
And if you were to dive deep inside my soul would you find Jesus there, or a gaping hole? 
Should I be content with my "beautiful" (outward) Christian life? 
But that won't be enough for me, not this year, not anytime soon, 
I have got to clean house, gotta make my bed, gotta clear my head, 
It's getting kinda stuffy in here, smells sort of funky too, like monkeys at the zoo, 
I have been whoring after things 'cause I wanna feel safe inside - that's a big, fat lie, 
No amount of green, gold or silver, the perfect body, another hot toddy, work for the Lord,  
fame and power, power and (pride), a seat at the table at the (Christian) Country Club, 
Here's the rub: nothing will ever take the place of the peace of God. 
Spirit, come flush the lies out, Spirit, come flush the lies out. Charlie Peacock  

PRAY – Lord who rules the universe be the Lord who rules our life  
and may we today learn again to love You wholly. 

 
What does it look like to have Christ at the center of our lives, to keep God number one?   
What does it look like to have exclusive allegiance to God and live out the Gospel message? 
What does it look like to LOVE God? 
 
As Ray Ortlund, a former professor at my school says. “Our heart is like a board room.”  

There is a table.  Fancy comfortable chairs. A committee sits around the table.   
Our hearts are multi-divided and multi-   the committee consists of: 

Family life Sports, exercise  Hobbies Church  Work- Job Finances 
Spiritual life  Private life  Social life Education Sleep 
Time  Satisfaction  Success Energy  Self-love  Sin  

 
In these different roles, places, languages,   

we often live fragmented lives jumping from one responsibility to another. 
We awake and live out each compartment, with each compartment wanting  

our time, energy and allegiance          “Leave your work at the office”   
       Often each are consumed by self-love and intoxicated buy our own raging passions. 
There are 2 ways one can live with Jesus in your heart (at the board room- table of your heart): 



All equals 
The committee is constantly arguing, debating, and voting for more of our heart.  Rarely can 
they come to a unanimous, wholehearted decision.  In this life we invite Jesus onto the 
committee.  Give Jesus a vote, and if you are really spiritual you will give Him 2 votes.   
Sadly He is just one influence among many.   
This is the most common way that many people live. But this isn’t real Christianity.   
 
The second way = Jesus as Savior and Lord  
Jesus as Savior 
The other way to say to Him, “My life isn’t working.  Please come in and fire all my idols and 
save my from the selfish love of my heart rooted in sin”.  Absolute surrender. 
 
Jesus Lord (center) 
I hand myself over to You now.  My whole life is yours.  Please run and rule in the conference 
room of my heart for me.  It is not just adding Jesus as Lord.  It is also subtracting the idols 

God must be the center, the priority. 
 
Let’s look at a famous verse  Deut. 6:5 
      3 qualifiers:  Love the Lord your God with all  Heart Soul Strength 
 
This is not a 3 area part; like a TV dinner.   

We often times love to live in fragmented lives  
             moving from one ridged compartment of human existence to another. 

 
 
This is not the way we are to live. 
As my dear friend Dan Block states, This passage is about a 

 “reinforcement of the call for absolute, singular and total devotion to YHWH” 
   Not, “I will give you only these chairs in my heart” 
Our whole being – every aspect of our lives are to focus on loving God. 
A better way of looking at this is the whole person, not compartments  
 

 
 
Heart - is the seat of emotions and intellect 
Soul – referring to the entire person. 
Strength - resources – all that we own, all our physical, social, economic resources. 
 “Beginning with the inner being He moves to the whole person and then to all one owns.”   
                          All that is seated at the table is to be in total devotion to God. 
Just as in Ex 34:7 covering every conceivable sin, this refers to every part of the person. 



 
This week I was mapping out different passages that boil down how we are to apply the 
salvation of our great God.  (See chart)      Summary of what the Lord asks of us 

Matt 22:37-40          Mark 12:30-31     Deut. 6:5       10:16, 20           Micah 6:8 
Every capacity and aspect of your lives sitting at the table of our heart  

is to be in total devotion and is to treasure God above all. 
We are to love God by our total being in total devotion: 
 Walking, serving, acting, with all our resources in total allegiance to Christ. 
   To truly love God, you must love from your entire person 

These are the functional areas and aspects of our lives (total being) 
   by which we display and demonstrate our devotion and delight (love) for God. 

 
How does this look like in practice? 

It is not just “love God”, it is “love the Lord your God”.  
Christ must be Savior and Lord.  He is to be top priority 

  
Every chair, every capacity of our life should love and treasure God above all things.   

But that does not mean everyone else at the table is fired.  
It means they (every aspect of our life) all are to treasure God as its main priority. 
 For every part of my life that does not have Jesus the central priority and joy, 

becomes a gaping hole and begins to smell like monkeys at the zoo and 
results in idolatry. 

 
There is nothing wrong with having different passions (family, work, fishing, eating, ministry,….) 

God is the passion of my passions, He is the treasure of my treasures. 
In eating, He is my passion, in my family He is our treasure 

    Be thou my vision – “my treasure thou art” 
My treasuring of my wife is an expression of treasuring God. 
   My marriage experiences the love of God and then returns that love to God  

as I keep my marriage a sanctified priority  
  and in that way my marriage is also a treasuring of God.   

 
Every aspect of our lives should be an expression of loving God above all things 

If my delight in something that does not delight in God  
then I am not loving God with all my heart, soul and strength.  

When looking at this “It follows that the greatest sin, the most fundamental sin, is to not love the 
Lord our God with all of our heart and soul and mind. “ DA Carson 

 
Today surrender, surrender absolute. 
In my salvation, my status is that He is Savior and Lord 
In my life, my daily condition is that He is Savior and Lord over all areas of my life. 
 
Without Christ the center  
                  your life will be a religious pretense and façade that needs to be denounced. 
At the center of our sin is the selfishness of self-love  

that terminates our need for God centeredness. 
Today surrender  
 
No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate one and love the other, or he will… 
 Matt. 6:24 


